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The EuPA Bioinformatics Community (EuBIC) initiative
Proteomics research is made possible by the subtle symbiosis 
of heterogeneous scientifi c fi elds. As a result, advances in one 
of the disciplines directly improve the outcome of the commu-
nity as a whole. In this partnership, the work of bioinformati-
cians is too often perceived as suboptimal by partners, typically 
due to a mismatch between the expectations of users and the 
bioinformatic tools delivered. To tackle this issue, we (a team of 
young proteomics scientists) started the EuPA Bioinformatics 
Community (EuBIC) initiative - eupa-bioinfo.github.io. 
This initiative will pursue three main goals. (1) Funding: 
establishment of new funding paradigms for user-oriented 
bioinformatic tools; (2) publications: creation of guidelines 
and novel publication means to reward the efforts of bioin-
formaticians in providing user friendly and well-maintained 
tools; and (3) cooperation: setting up community dynam-
ics, including the organization of events and retreats, both 
scientifi c and educational. The initiative is carried by an open 
group of young investigators representing the individual EuPA 
societies, attempting to balance between national societies, 
research groups, and genders. You can join us on GitHub 
(github.com/eupa-bioinfo/EuBIC), contact us at eupa-bioinfo@
googlegroups.com, and follow us on social media (EubicEupa).
Figure 1. Participants of the EuBIC kick-off meeting at Dortmund 
(Germany, Dec. 1-2, 2015).
In the end of 2015, a kick-off meeting took place at the Leib-
niz-Institut für Analytische Wissenschaften – ISAS – e.V. 
(www.isas.de) in Dortmund, Germany (Fig. 1). The work of 
the initiative has been instigated on different topics includ-
ing the development of user support solutions, expectation 
management tools, alternative funding paradigms, the set-up 
of means of communication, and the organization of commu-
nity-building events. The latter notably includes the organi-
zation of educational, networking and scientifi c activities at 
the Xth Annual EuPA Congress (June 2016, Istanbul, Turkey): 
two training courses in proteomics bioinformatics, beginner 
and advanced levels, will be organized by the initiative as well 
as an open bioinformatics hub, the Bioinformatics Bazaar. 
The Bioinformatics Bazaar will take place during the entire 
conference allowing the attendants of the EuPA Congress to 
interact with bioinformaticians at all times. It will be possible 
for the visitors of the bazaar to interact during Ask the Experts 
sessions, debates on Hot Topics, and informal discussions, in 
an open, collaborative, and constructive environment.
E uBIC wishes EuPA all the best in 2016 – and hopes to see all 
in Istanbul!
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